authoritatively written and points the painful lessons as vividly as it does the immensely more numerous successes. The authors name three fimdamentals to success: malaria discipline; specialized malaria control organizations; high priorities for movement of relevant personnel and supplies. A fourth is education, which they established early, expanded vigorously, and now complete. GEORGE Our knowledge and understanding of medical practice in early times is limited owing to the scanty available records, the difficulty in deciphering and interpreting the ancient scripts, and the totally different philosophy of medicine which then prevailed. These drawbacks are very evident in studying Egyptian medicine so that, in spite of the researches of several erudite workers, many problems still remain to be solved.
Professor Ghalioungui has studied the available records and brings to their interpretation an intimate knowledge of the country, its inhabitants and its prevalent diseases, and he is probably in a better position than previous writers to understand the ancient Egyptian philosophy of medicine. The result cannot fail to be of interest to modem readers. Physicians will certainly turn to the chapter on the materia medica of those times and will find that castor oil and some other modern drugs were even then in use. Surgeons will discover that splints were applied to fractures but they will be surprised that 'neither circumcision, nor trepanation, nor tracheotomy are mentioned in Egyptian texts' though it is known that circumcision was. practised. One might have thought that the process of embalming would have led to a good knowledge of anatomy but a perusal of the method adopted by the embalmers explains why such knowledge was not generally available. The deal consecutively with the age levels of the child the newborn, the infant, the toddler, the preschool child, the school-age child and the adolescent. This complete and far-reaching presentation underlines more than anything else could the real truth that children cannot be dealt with adequately in a hospital designed and organized for adults. Even a specialized children's ward cannot hope to cover the varied needs of the different age groups and from this point of view alone the book is worthy of a study by hospital planners. 'The Father -The Forgotten Man' is the title of one sub-section which epitomizes the general approach of the book. A child's illness must be seen against the general family background and environment. The illustrations are copious and well chosen and there is a bibliography at the end ofeach chaptera most unusual inclusion in a nursing textbook. Case histories and interview reports are quoted liberally and photographs illustrate the pathos of certain situations. Though too comprehensive for the student general nurse in British training schools, this book can be recommended as an excellent prize and certainly as a standard textbook for those studying the specialist nursing of children, either in training or as a postgraduate subject. Its only drawback is the somewhat thin paper on which it is printed, but this is a minor fault in an otherwise entrancing book. The book is very well produced, the articles are generally of a high standard and clearly written. There are eleven new contributors, and the team includes six surgeons. This edition is about 370 pages longer than its predecessor, and the cost has risen from seven to twelve guineas.
The surgeons give interesting accounts of the various chest operations, and there is a welcome article on tracheostomy which will afford the physician an insight into the role of this operation in modern medicine.
It may be objected that some of the sections are over-long. Thus 180 pages are devoted to pulmonary tuberculosis, a disease which has become somewhat of a rarity where adequate treatment is
